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KEEP YOUR EYES ON THE PRIZE

Keep your eyes on the prize./ Hold on, hold on./
Keep your eyes n the prize./ Hold on, hold on.

My dog, Dylan, is a ball addict. Yes, you read
that correctly, a ball addict. We take two
walks a day, one early morning, one late
afternoon, but never without a ball. Now, you
might think, A dog doesnt want to play ball
in the rain. Think again. Or what dog wants
to play ball in the snow? Mine does.

It is so humorous | have invented names for
daily ball walks: snow ball for play ball in
the snow, ice ball , you guessed it, misery
ball for snow and ice and clouds all together,
fast ball for Canadian highs, mud ball for
March weather, slime ball for wet, soggy
days, etc. Part of the fun of the ball walk is
inventing the names.

No matter. What really impresses me though
is Dylan s TOTAL concentration on the ball,
a concentration he maintains every step of
the walk---unless, of course, he nds some
aromatic garbage, a half-eaten burger a
litter-happy person left on the lawn, some
sticky candy a child dropped or other
(unmentionable) delights

Except for garbage, he keeps his eye always
on the ball.

What a wonderful image for us as we enter
the Lenten season. What would it be like for
you if, on a daily basis, you kept your eyes
on Jesus, on his teaching, on his will and
word for you, on HIM, the same way my dog
Dylan keeps his eye on the ball? What if your
total focus every day, sun, wind, mud, rain,
snow, ice, no matter what the weather, inside
or out, you kept your eyes on him, yes Him,
capitalized. (I m still old school.)

What if you could begin to see your
wanderings from his will and work for you
as very much the same as my dogs forays
into the garbage, all the junk on the road, all
the things that are not good for you and will
probably (excuse me) make you vomit later?
What if you could take his dedication and love
and passion and near crazed ball behavior as

a model for your own love and dedication
and passion and total devotion to following
Jesus all the way to Jerusalem?

What difference would it make for your
Lenten experience? Instead of ho-hum, Il
muddle through and show up at Easter,
what if you really kept your eyes on Jesus, on
his teachings from the Lectionary readings
during Lent concerning the meaning of Life
and Death, about the kind of work he calls
this church to do, about the real internal
re ection you need to be doing if you are
still eating street garbage, about your
current lukewarm dedication to Him and His
purposes?

Theres plenty of opportunity to hunker
down and get focused. Three Bible study
offerings are open to you during Lent, two on
Wednesdays: one following the Healing and
Prayer service, one in the evening; and one
on Sundays (see articles inside this Beacon).
Marcia Molmen will be teaching Wednesdays
atnoon; | Il be teaching Wednesday evenings.
Al Parks will continue his faithful Sunday
class. Join us.

Lentis often described asajourney---in Dylan s
world, a long ball walk. A journey involves
risk-taking, surprise and opportunities you
did not know existed. And we will never
know, unless we take the rst step. Worship
with us every Sunday, join a Bible Study
class, pray that God will open the eyes of this
congregation to discover a new mission and
purpose, but most of all, keep your eyes on
the prize, Jesus Christ. Thats an addiction
you need to develop!

Yours in Gods
humor and
Pastor Terri

great
affection,
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MARCH WORSHIP SCHEDULE | HEALING SERVICES

SUNDAY, MARCH 1 Our Healing Services, held at noon every Wednesday and open to the
FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT Cleveland Clinic community as well as our own members, will be continuing
Preacher: Rev. Terri Young through Lent. These services are a blessing of peace and restoration in the
Scripture Readings: middle of a busy week.
Gen 9: 8-17 Then on the fourth Sunday of the month, a healing liturgy is a part of
Ps 25:1-10 our Sunday worship service. Worshipers are invited to come forward for
1 Peter 3: 18-22 individual prayers and blessings. The fourth Sunday in March is March 22.
Mark 1: 9-15
Worship Theme: God’s Loving Paths LENTEN OPPORTUNITIES
SUNDAY, MARCH 8 Three times a week during Lent you will have a chance to read, study and
SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT meditate Scripture with your EACC family.
Preacher: Rev. Al Phillips Sunday mornings: Al Parks ongoing Adult Bible Study group that meets in
Scripture Readings: the Conference Room every Sunday before worship at 8:45 AM.
Gen 17.1-7,15-16 Wednesday afternoons : Our Christian Education Director Marcy Molmen
Ps 22: 23-31 will be leading a series on the healing story in Mark 5: 1-20 and its present
Rom 4:13-25 day implications. This informal class, Restoring Us to Community through
Mark 8: 31-38 or Mark 9: 2-9 Healing, will meet every Wednesday of Lent right after the Healing Service
Worship Theme: Always Close at 12:45 and end at approximately 1:30. Call Marcy at church for more
Amistad Sunday information or email her at Marcia.eacc@sbcglobal.net.
SUNDAY, MARCH 15 Wednesday evenings:  Starting March 11, Soup, Salad, Sandwich and

Scripture will meet at 6PM for a light supper and then a study of the Lord s
Prayer led by Pastor Terri. Those who want to skip the supper can come at
6:45 for the program, which will end by 8:00.

THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT
Preacher: Rev. Terri Young
Scripture Readings:

Ex 20: 1-17 ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING

1c Psl_ZfS o5 Since 1949, a number of Christian denominations and Church World Service
Joh?1r2'- 13 '22 have worked together through One Great Hour of Sharing to help provide

. ) i clean water and food, education and health care, micro-credit loans,
Worship Theme: Beautiful Law emergency relief, and advocacy and resettlement for refugees, all over the
SUNDAY, MARCH 22 world. Our gifts to One Great Hour will be offered on Sunday, March 22.

FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT Special envelopes will be provided.

Preacher.RevlTerrlYoung :.........0.............0..0........:
Scripture Readings: J SATURDAY FUN °
Num 21: 4-9 : In February, the Saturday Fun kids and four adults spent one Saturday :
Ps 107: 1-3, 17-22 . at the Great Lakes Science Center where they made robots at a special
Eph 2:1-10 « exhibit. Lunch and all-day snacking added to their enjoyment of the e
John 3: 14-21 ¢ Center. Then on another Saturday, visitors from Personalized Catering °
Worship Theme: No Matter What :gave a Manners Matter class to reinforce peer pressure, manners, :
One Great Hour of Sharing Offering . good grooming, and the golden rule. Tea was served. .
SUNDAY, MARCH 29 . The following is the Saturday Fun schedule for March. :
FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT « Call Cheryl Wacasey (216-513-8006) or Cecilia Pritchett (216-990-5575) *
Preacher: Rev. Terri Young : by Wednesday to reserve your spot. Refreshments are served at all :
Scripture Readings: . events. .
Jer 31: 31-34 * March 14 10:00AM skating, $5 fee :
Ps51:1-12 or Ps 119: 9-16 . March 28 10:00AM Historical Society Museum, $5 fee .
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John 12: 20-33

EASTER LILIES

Worship Theme: Deep in our Hearts
Lilies will decorate our sanctuary on Easter Sunday and then

will be made available at the close of our Easter service for
NEW MEMBER CLASSES distribution to shut-ins or to be brought home. If you would
The second in a series of new member like to order a lily in memory of a loved one or special friend,
classes will be held on March 29. New make a check payable to the church, write "lilies" on the
members will be received on Easter memo line, indicate on the envelope in which you put the
Sunday, April 12. There will also be check in whose memory you are giving your lily, and place the envelope
baptisms that day. See Pastor Terri if you in the collection plate no later than Sunday, March 22. EACC does not set
are interested in either one. a price for the plants. When you make your donation, we ask that you

¢ consider fair market value.







