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OPENING YOUR SPIRITUAL GIFTS
We have a tremendous challenge before us to lead our members on a journey of discovering who 
they are in Christ. We must embark on a quest to uncover the unique, unprecedented and never-
recurring potentialities of each member---those with quiet gifts as well as those with obvious talents

— Marlene Wilson, How to Mobilize Church Volunteers

One of the common complaints one hears in 
churches is, �where are the others? � Where 
are all those people on our rolls who never 
show up or volunteer for anything or have 
been so burned out or burned up that they 
no longer participate? What happened to the 
new members we took in last year?

Yup. It is a common refrain. My observations 
over the years are several:

1.	 Most people don�t sign up to volunteer 
because they have no idea what the job 
entails and often churches don�t have 
job descriptions for the position they are 
�lling. People feel inadequate/unpre-
pared.

2.	 Tradition often squelches new approach-
es and new ideas. This, young people 
especially, �nd discouraging, if not com-
pletely off-putting.

3.	 A lot of times no one has helped poten-
tial leaders in the church discover their 
gifts. Nominating Committees look for 
�warm bodies�, irrespective of the unique 
gifts that each member brings to the 
community of faith.

4.	 Time and Talent sheets have helped 
reject people�s gifts for serving. I wish I 
could tell you about all the churches I�ve 
served where these sheets are �lled out 
and then �led away under �forget it�. The 
message is, �Nice to have you on board 
but we think what you offer is insigni�-
cant.�

5.	 The jobs to be �lled receive more atten-
tion than the people �lling them. The 
corollary statement is, people often �nd 
it hard to describe what they are good 
at, what they are tired of doing, what 
they want to learn, where they are being 
led to grow, when they need time off.

(All mentioned in Wilson�s book, cited 
above.)

Does any of this ring true at EACC? Well, �do 
we have a deal for you!” 

On the last three Tuesdays in June, June 16, 
23 and 30, beginning at 6:00 PM with a light 
supper in the Parlor, we plan to work togeth-
er to �open your spiritual gifts�. There are 
many ways to serve in the church. What we 
hope to provide for you is the opportunity 
to know WHY we serve, the theology: as in 
�My food is to do the will and accomplish the 
work of the one who sent me.� John 4:34

Using a very simple tool we will discover 
WHAT your strongest gifts are.  Are your 
gifts one or several? Are they administra-
tion, faith, giving, leadership, etc.? How are 
these gifts af�rmed by the Body of Christ? 
How can the special abilities God has given 
you be used most effectively for the good of 
the entire church? Are these gifts used out of 
love and service to one another?

HOW do we bring our dreams and visions of 
gift-based ministry to reality? How can we 
help everyone, from children to the home-
bound, discover opportunities to explore 
their gifts and call in ways that �t their 
unique situation? For example, if a youth 
has musical talent, do we invite the young 
person to participate in worship? Do we en-
courage the elderly, usually great pray-ers, to 
send cards, be part of our [loosely organized] 
intercessory ministry?

DO come and be part of Opening Your Spiritu-
al Gifts. We just may open 
some new doors here 
at EACC and discover in 
the process that we have 
more help than we ever 
needed. Wouldn�t that be 
the miraculous work of 
God among us?

Hoping to see everyone 
there! 

Your friend and Interim Pastor, Terri
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JUNE WORSHIP SCHEDULE
SUNDAY, JUNE 7 

TRINItY SUNDAY; FIRst SUNDAY AftER 
PENtECOst

Preacher: Rev. Terri Young
Scripture Readings:

Isa 6: 1-8
Ps 29

Rom 8: 12-17
John 3: 1-17

Worship Theme: Mysterious Encounter

SUNDAY, JUNE 14 
SECOND SUNDAY AftER PENtECOst

Preacher: Rev. Terri Young
Scripture Readings:

1 Sam 15: 34-16: 13; Ps 20 or
Ezek 17: 22-24; Ps 92: 1-4, 12-15

2 Cor 5: 6-10, 14-17 or 2 Cor 5: 6-17
Mark 4: 26-34

Worship Theme: Flourishing

SUNDAY, JUNE 21 
THIRD SUNDAY AftER PENtECOst

Preacher: Rev. Terri Young
Scripture Readings:

1 Sam 17: (1a, 4-11, 19-23) 32-49; 
 Ps 9: 9-20 or

Job 38: 1-11; Ps 107: 1-3, 23-32
2 Cor 6: 1-13
Mark 4: 35-41

Worship Theme: In the Boat Together

Father’s Day/First Day of Summer

SUNDAY, JUNE 28 
FOURtH SUNDAY AftER PENtECOst

Preacher: Rev. Terri Young
Scripture Readings:

2 Sam 1:1, 17-27; Ps 130 or
Wis of Sol 1: 13-15, 2: 23-24; Ps 30

2 Cor 8: 7-15
Mark 5: 21-43

Worship Theme: Healing Powers

TWO CELEBRATIONS ON JUNE 7
After morning worship on June 7, in the parlor, the Chancel Choir will be 
honoring one of their own, Jean Hogan, who will be retiring from that choir 
after serving as a member of the alto section for the past 29 years.

Then immediately afterward we are all invited downstairs to the dining room 
for lunch.  The men honored the women of the church with a brunch in May.  
Now it�s the women�s turn to prepare and serve a meal of appreciation for the 
men.  The meal is being sponsored by all the ministries, and will be prepared 
and served by a committee hand-picked by Mary Guen.

ALL-CHURCH PICNIC JUNE 14
Get ready!  The EACC All-Church Picnic will be on June 14, after morning 
worship, at Forest Hills Park.  The church will supply 
the hotdogs, hamburgers, buns and drinks; members 
are asked to bring side dishes, desserts and lawn 
chairs for your comfort.  There is a sign-up sheet in 
the parlor.  Please plan to join us for rest, relaxation, 
and a rousing good time!

To get to the park, follow May�eld Road to Monticello.  
Take a left onto Monticello, and another left onto Lee 
Road.  The pavilion where we will be gathering will be 
on your left.

OPENING YOUR SPIRITUAL GIFTS
We will be meeting on three consecutive Tuesday evenings, the 16th, 
23rd and 30th, to learn together about our individual gifts of ministry and 
leadership in the church.  A light supper will be served at 6:00PM, followed by 
the program from 6:30-7:30.  This will be an opportunity for all of us to gain 
a new understanding of what God is calling us to be and to do.  

STORIES OF FAITH
Save Sunday, June 28, during coffee hour, for a continuation of our story-
telling series facilitated by Leon Bibb.  More details to follow.

ALTAR FLOWERS
There are several openings during June, July, 
and August for members to give �owers on 
Sunday. If you have �owers in your yard, 
why not share them with your church friends 
by brightening the sanctuary on Sunday 
morning?   Or, if there is a special occasion 
you would like to commemorate, you can 
order a �oral arrangement by phoning our 
church secretary, Diana Reid, on the Monday 
or Tuesday prior to the Sunday the �owers are 
to be given.  She will place the order with Bill 
Wofford and record the acknowledgement 
you would like in the Sunday bulletin.   The 
cost for such an arrangement is $45.00, and 
the amount is payable on the date the �owers 
are given.  Following the service, the person(s) 
giving the �owers determines to whom the 
�owers are to be given.  � Mary Jane Cariens

MEN’S COUNCIL
The Men�s Council continues to go about doing good deeds.  On May 7th 
they cooked and served a gourmet meal to the women (and their guests) 
of the church.  On May 30th they helped set up the tents and tables 
needed on the Cozad-Bates lawn for Joan 
Southgate�s joyful end-of-her-250-mile-
walk celebration.  Then on June 20 they 
will once more serve as hosts and sponsors 
of the Saturday Fun annual Captains game 
outing.  Thanks so much, guys!

SATURDAY FUN
Saturday Fun will end its season with a trip to the zoo on June 6 and a Lake 
County Captains baseball game on June 20.  There will be a $5 charge for the 
zoo, but the baseball game is being sponsored as in past years by the Men�s 
Council, so the tickets plus food and beverages will be free!  Please contact 
Cheryl Wacasey at 216-513-8006 or Cecelia Pritchett at 216-990-5575 if you 
want to attend either of these events.

Saturday Fun will not meet in July and August, but we�ll start up again in 
September, with a whole new year of enrichment activities for kids aged 
6-16.

HEALING AND PRAYER SERVICES
Healing and Prayer Services will continue every Wednesday from 12-12:30 
through June and into the foreseeable future.  Please plan to attend any or all 
of these worship opportunities and pray for the Spirit of God to move upon 
our church and community.




