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PASTOR’S MESSAGE FOR ADVENT

Glory to God on earth peace/ Let this song never cease./ As I arise this morn/ Christ in me 
be born/ When I wash my face/ Bless me with your grace/ When I comb my hair/ Keep me 
from despair/ When I put on my clothes/ Your presence Lord disclose/ This is the day that 
you are born/ Let every day be a Christmas morn/ Glory to God on earth peace/ Let this 
song  never cease	 � David Adam, Prayers in the Celtic Tradition

There�s probably no other season in the calendar of the church year when the disjunction 
between what the church celebrates, i.e., Advent, and what the culture celebrates, i.e., 
preparation for Christmas, could be greater.

The culture begins today, �Black Friday,� with the celebration of spending, ---although 
this year, by all reports, spending will be down, along with our �down� economy. While 
shoppers rush to the malls, we are supposed to be re�ective. While society celebrates 
with surfeit and dissipation, we are supposed to practice a �second Lent�. While carols 
blare, we are supposed to wait in the quiet for the One who comes.

Hmm. What�s wrong with this picture? Or perhaps, as you read this, you have never 
really celebrated Advent, a time, yes, of quiet, re�ection, heightened joy and anticipation 
for the best of all God�s gifts, Jesus Christ. Maybe you have surged around right along 
with everyone else, arriving breathless at the Christmas Eve service, wondering what 
happened. I know whereof I speak; I�ve done the same thing.

One of my favorite images that best captures what Advent waiting is all about (�waiting� is 
what Advent literally means) is the image of cattle grazing in �eld. They hear something 
far away, too far away for the human ear to perceive and suddenly, the whole herd lifts its 
communal �head� in the direction of the faint sound. Since most/all of us are not farmers, 
perhaps you can identify if you have a dog. Dogs are very attentive to sounds.

The point is--- that kind of attentiveness is what the season is all about. It means you 
can be anywhere during the next 4 weeks: at the mall, in traf�c, ordering gifts by phone, 
shopping for your party, listening to the cacophony over the loud speakers, preparing 
special foods, running here and there, standing in line at the post of�ce, sitting in traf�c 
that refuses to budge, ---practicing that attentiveness, listening with all your senses, 
waiting, hoping for the One who comes.

God always comes right on time. The real gift of Advent is to practice 
being ready.

Beside you, attentive, Your friend and Interim Pastor, Terri
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DECEMBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Preacher: Rev. Terri Young
Scripture Readings:

Mal 3: 1-4or Bar 5: 1-9
Luke 1: 68-79

Phil 1: 3-11
Luke 3: 1-6 

Worship Theme: Make Ready
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Preacher: Rev. Terri Young
Scripture Readings:

Zeph 3: 14 -20
Isa 22: 2-6
Phil 4: 4-7

Luke 3: 7-18
Worship Theme: Look Forward

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Advent Lessons and Carols
Scripture Readings:

Micah 5: 2-5a
Luke 1: 46b-55 or Ps 80: 1-7

Heb 10: 5-10
Luke 1: 39-45, (46-55)

Worship Theme: Moving with Mary’s Song
Christmas Fund Special Mission Offering

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27
FIRsT SUNDAY AFTER CHRIsTMAs

Preacher: Rev. Terri Young
Scripture Readings:
1 Sam 2: 18-20, 26

Ps 148
Col 3: 12-17

Luke 2: 41-52
Worship Theme: Who is This Child?

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SERVICES
Our morning worship of Sunday, December 
6, St. Nicholas Day, will feature a visit from St. 
Nicholas, the Bishop of Myra.  Come prepared to 
be surprised, educated, and inspired.

On Sunday, December 20, during morning 
worship we will participate in a festival of Advent 
Lessons and Carols.  This traditional service 
combines readings from the Hebrew and Christian 
scriptures telling the prophecy of the Christ and 
Christ�s arrival in the world.  The lessons alternate 
with choir carols and congregational hymns that 
comment on the lessons.  This service has come to be one of the highlights of the 
EACC Christmas season.

On Thursday, December 24, Christmas Eve at 6:00 PM there will be a special family 
service featuring carol singing and participation by the youth of our congregation.  
After the service we will hold a �Birthday Party for Jesus� in the parlor.

CIRCLE FEST DECEMBER 6
From 1-4PM on Sunday afternoon, December 
6, visitors to University Circle�s �Circle Fest� are 
invited to our church for wonderful music by 
Bravuras, a Hathaway Brown School ensemble, 
Tim Robson playing holiday favorites on the 
Ford Memorial Organ, and a music medley 
by the Cleveland Heights High School voice 
students from the studio of Carolyn Sloan 
Smith, and another special guest.  Bring your 
favorite teddy bear or enjoy the Christmas 
bears on display in the sanctuary.  There will 
also be free treats for all 
visitors.  You will want to be 
one of them!

STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS LUNCHEON DECEMBER 22
The staff of EACC along with volunteers who have helped out in the church of�ce 
will celebrate with a Christmas luncheon at 12 noon on Tuesday, December 22.

ADULT BIBLE STUDY
The Adult Bible Study group who meet 
in the Conference Room every Sunday 
morning at 8:45AM will be reading and 
discussing the following scripture passages 
and topics in December:

December 6 � The Lineage of David  
� Ruth 4: 13-17; Matthew 1: 1-6

December 13 � Prophets Foreshadow 
Messiah�s Birth  
� Isaiah 7: 13-17; Luke 1: 30-38

December 20 � Emmanuel is Born  
� Matthew 1: 18-25

December 27 � Magi Con�rm Messiah�s 
Birth � Matthew 2: 7-9, 16-23

HEALING & PRAYER SERVICES
Healing and Prayer Services will continue 
on Wednesdays at noon throughout 
December.  Ask a neighbor or friend that 
you know is in need of prayer and healing 
to accompany you to the service.

HANGING OF THE GREENS DECEMBER 4
The Christmas season of�cially begins at EACC 
with the �Hanging of the Greens,� one of our 
favorite traditions.  Come to church on Friday 
evening, December 4, at 6PM with a pot of 
something to contribute (a main dish, a side dish, 
a dessert or a salad) to the potluck dinner.  After 
we eat, some of us will haul out the garlands and 
wreaths and decorate our church for Christmas 
while others of us create Christmas crafts, and 
then we�ll end the evening by singing Christmas 
carols around the parlor piano.  This is an all-
church event suitable for all ages, so bring the kids 
and grandkids, the parents and grandparents, the 
friends and neighbors. "We must always keep in 
mind the true meaning of Christmas.  God has blessed us here at EACC," says 
Fellowship Ministry Co-Chair Charles Williams.

Speak to Cyndi or Bob Henderson if you have a craft you would like to share 
that evening.  There is a sign up sheet for the potluck dinner in the parlor on the 
church bulletin board.
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CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS
Time to order Poinsettias again! 
Special offering envelopes, 
available from the ushers during 
worship, will be used to place 
orders.   Please indicate on the 
back of the envelope your name 
and the names of the people in 
whose honor or memory you 
will be giving your poinsettias, 
and place it in the offering plate.  
The cost is $ 7.50 each, and the 
deadline for placing an order 
is December 13.  See Fannie 
Cock�eld for more information.

FOOD COLLECTIONS
Every Sunday during Advent 
we will be collecting non-
perishable food items.  As 
the Church in the World 
Ministry did last year, we will 
be assembling food baskets 
for hungry people who come 
to the church door requesting food around Christmas time.  
Last year we assembled 10 baskets, 7 of which were handed 
out with the remaining 3 going to families in need within 
our church family.  We are planning on 10 baskets again this 
year; we will purchase $25 grocery store gift certi�cates to 
accompany the baskets.

The Worship and Arts Ministry will also be collecting 
non-perishable food items to be delivered to the 
Food Bank.  Please be generous with food items and/
or checks to help feed the many hungry people in 
our city.  See Juanita LeFloria for more information. 
Thank you!

SATURDAY FUN
Children of all ages are invited to these events.  Please call 
Cheryl Wacasey or the church of�ce by Wednesday to reserve 
your spot.  Refreshments are always served!

Saturday, December 12 � crafts

Saturday, December 19 � Christmas Party

Be looking forward next year to lots of photos in the Beacon 
of the Saturday Fun kids at work and play.  (Rumor has it 
the somebody might be receiving a digital camera for 
Christmas.)  

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
DECEMBER 13

There will be a meeting of the congregation 
in the sanctuary immediately following 
worship on December 13 for the purpose 
of reviewing the proposed 2010 budget.

PASTORAL SEARCH 
COMMITTEE

The Pastoral Search Committee is 
pleased to announce that it has 
completed work on its pro�le of Euclid 
Avenue Congregational Church of the United Church of Christ.  
This 28-page document will be used during the search process 
for this congregation�s settled pastor.  Information that is 
included in the pro�le has been gathered from responses to 
the questionnaires distributed to each member of EACC, and 
through informal conversations and twenty working meetings 
of the Search Committee that have occurred during the past 
seven months.  The Search Committee is happy to share the 
contents of the pro�le with interested members.  A copy of the 
document is available to be read in the church during of�ce 
hours until December 1, 2009.

CONFIRMATION CLASSES
Con�rmation Classes will begin Sunday, December 
6.  All young people, from mature 10-year-olds 
through 15-year-olds, are encouraged to  come 
learn about God, Jesus, and how the Holy Spirit 
can guide your life.  See Cheryl Wacasey, Al Parks 
or Pastor Terri for more information.

MINISTRY ANNUAL REPORTS
Annual reports from church programs and ministries are due 
in the church of�ce by December 11.  Reports submitted after 
that date will not be included in the Annual Report booklet, but 
will be available for distribution.

CHURCH IN THE WORLD MINISTRY
CITW is thrilled to say that we gave 53 coats to the children at 
the Early Childhood Development Center (Charles Orr)!   You 
are all so generous!  The staff was absolutely overwhelmed.  
The principal�s plan is that the staff will identify children who 
do not have adequate outdoor coats, then will call the parents 
to ask if it is OK if their child receives a donated coat.  They will 
not make a general announcement.   They are being careful 
stewards of our donated resources.




